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Helping People. 

 

Changing Lives.   

 

Since 1966 

Find us on Facebook! 

Robin Curry-Shumaker began her career at Community 

Action Program, Inc. of Western Indiana (CAPWI) in June 

1992 as the Head Start Education Coordinator. In          

November 1995, she was promoted to Head Start         

Director. Robin holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Early     

Childhood Education and a Master’s Degree in Child       

Development and Family Studies. Since that time, Robin has 

continued to lead an excellent Head Start program over a 

seven-county area. Throughout her tenure as Head Start         

Director, the program has grown and excelled.  

Robin became a Certified Community Action Professional 

(CCAP) in 2014, solidifying her commitment to Community 

Action’s purpose and promise and passion for being an    

effective leader. Robin was recently promoted to Executive 

Director. Our congratulations to Robin on this incredible and well deserved 

achievement in her career! We know she will continue on the legacy to lead  

CAPWI to be an excellent agency. 

Robin Curry-Shumaker Named CAPWI’s New Executive Director 

 
Celebrating our 

56th Anniversary 

in 2022! 

 “I am very excited to be working as the new Executive       
Director of our agency! CAPWI operates with such high  

quality programs and staff which will make my transition very 
smooth. Even after working here for so many years, it is still 

surprising to know how much we do for the low-income     
population at all ages and stages of their lives. I believe that 

the agency will continue to evolve as we explore new       
programming opportunities while maintaining our core belief 

of "helping others help themselves." We will continue to 
strengthen partnerships within our communities to serve 

those most in need. However, the level of commitment in the 
work we do will not change and that is very reassuring. I am 
thankful for this opportunity and am very appreciative to the 
staff and Board of Directors for giving me this responsibility!” 

 
-Robin Curry-Shumaker 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Community-Action-Program-Inc-of-Western-Indiana/210638592293147?sk=wall


      

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Celebrations/Updates & TALKS Mentoring 

WIC’s Celebration of  World Breastfeeding Week 

The first week in August is always celebrated worldwide as 

World Breastfeeding Week. There are also weekly              

observances for Indigenous Milk Medicine Week (August 8-14), 

Asian American Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander       

Breastfeeding Week (August 15-21) and Black Breastfeeding 

Week (August 25-31). This year WIC staff provided area     

doctor offices in all five service counties with WIC information 

and breastfeeding resources. Information was shared on the 

CAPWI Facebook page and text messages were sent out to 

WIC participants to promote breastfeeding recognitions 

throughout the month of August. 
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TALKS Mentoring Program Continues to Seek Mentors for Fountain County Schools 

WIC Vendors and Participants  

 

WIC Vendors will participate in the Annual WIC Vendor Training on        

September 21.  

So far in FY 2022, $1,280,492.68 has been redeemed by our WIC           

participants in our local grocery stores. 

 
 

If you have ever wanted to make a positive impact on a child’s life, this is the opportunity for you!  

 
We are kick-starting our 2022-2023 Transferring A Little Knowledge Systematically (TALKS)          

Mentoring program soon! We are looking for individuals who are available to volunteer at one or 

more of our three Fountain County area school corporations, once a week and during the school day, 

with 3 children (of the same gender). Mentoring is a minimal time commitment with each session    

lasting only 30 minutes.   

 
The TALKS program is a youth leadership/mentoring program that uses a 

structured approach to sharing wisdom gained through life experiences 

from the adults to the children! TALKS uses a content-based, issue-

orientated curriculum that discusses many topics, including but not limited 

to self-discipline, the power of positive attitudes, and peer pressure.  

 
Please contact our new TALKS Coordinator, Elaina Smith, at               

(765) 793-4881 or email esmith@capwi.org. Mentor applications can be found on www.capwi.org.   

mailto:esmith@capwi.org
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Head Start Screening Days & ReadyRosie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Head Start is a child and family         rogram 
for income       eligible preschoolers (ages 3 
 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ReadyRosie is an excellent program that allows you to further invest in your child. The website 
has hundreds of videos where you can filter by the age of your child, the topic you want to focus 
on and even the location to do different activities with your little one. One of my favorite things 

about ReadyRosie would be the emotional/social behavior videos that have advice from people 
who specialize in early childhood development. Some examples of those are how parents can 
model media use at home and tips for handling tantrums versus frustration fits. This program 
also allows you to improvise the activities with stuff you already have at home. I'm excited to 
explore different ways I can help my child learn at home, while having fun at the same time!”      

 
 -Natasha Marietta  

Head Start Screening Days Were a Success! 

The staff of Head Start conducted their annual screening day events during the week of August 15.  

Screening events were held in Williamsport, Crawfordsville, Montezuma, and Lebanon to allow all    

enrolled or interested children an opportunity to complete the various required screenings. Each child 

received screenings for vision, hearing, hemo/lead, developmental progress, ht/wt/blood pressure, and 

speech (in a few locations). They also received a physical examination and immunizations. Parents and 

children were given a tour of the school bus and provided information on bus and pedestrian   safety. 

In total, 273 children were able to participate! 

 
These events rely heavily on our work with community partners. The Lion’s Club conducted their   

vision screenings for the 25th year! Physical exams were completed by Valley Professional Community 

Health Centers for several of the sites, as well as by Dr. Trisha Wright in Lebanon. Immunizations 

were provided by the Fountain/Warren Health Department and the Boone County Health Department 

in their respective areas. Public school speech therapists completed the speech screenings at some   

locations.  

 
With these events, Head Start is able to start their school year with children’s individual progress    

already known. If referrals for additional evaluations are needed, we already have a ‘head start’ in     

getting children linked to the appropriate next steps. It is a wonderful step in making sure the Head 

Start and Early Head Start children are healthy and ready to learn! 

ReadyRosie Promotes Active Family Engagement  

There is a growing list of Head Start programs using ReadyRosie, and we are excited to be one of 

them! ReadyRosie offers exceptional educational resources, powerful games, and expert videos that 

support parents and their children’s learning. It is a research-based parenting curriculum that builds on 

the parent’s knowledge, delivered in both English and Spanish. Parents receive invites via text and/or 

email introducing ReadyRosie, which they have to accept and complete the registration. The process is 

quick and simple!  



 

     

Congratulations to the Housing Choice Voucher Program and Covering Kids & Families  

Congratulations to Sara Morgan 

 

 
Sara Morgan works as a caseworker for the Housing Choice Voucher 

(HCV) Program, also known as Section 8. It is a requirement from  

IHCDA that each caseworker attend the HCV training and pass the 
HCV Specialist Certification through Nan McKay and Associates, INC. 

Sara successfully passed her exam on July 27, 2022. Sara will begin her 

Housing Quality Standards Inspector training this month and will take 

the HQS Inspector certification exam. Applying the Housing Quality 

Standards in our inspections helps to provide decent, safe, and sanitary 

homes for our tenants. Congratulations, Sara!  
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Covering Kids and Families Awarded Grant of $3,000 

For the second year in a row, Covering Kids and Families (CKF) of 

CAPWI has been awarded funding from the Franciscan Health Social 

Impact Partnership Program (SIPP). SIPP focuses on improving the 

health and well-being of those most vulnerable in the community. 

CKF’s mission is to facilitate and advocate accessible and equitable 

health for all Hoosiers with a primary focus on healthcare coverage 

and children’s development. Our CKF program is part of a statewide 

network of agencies that help individuals, children, and families enroll 

in and retain healthcare coverage, as well as educate the general public about the importance of 

healthcare coverage, provide helpful information and resources, connect and refer individuals and    

families to services and programs offered by CAPWI and other community agencies, and build         

partnerships and collaborations.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you would like more information on partnering and collaborating with CKF,                              

please visit www.ckfindiana.org or email jpettit@capwi.org.   

“We are thrilled to work with worthy organizations. Covering Kids and Families, in          
particular, shares our mission of improving the health of families by empowering them 

with the information they need to take control of their care.” 
 

-Payton Royer, MPH 
Community Health Improvement Manager 

We are very thankful for our partnership with Franciscan 

Health SIPP and are looking forward to working together 

to empower individuals and families to manage their health 

and well-being. Thank you, Franciscan Health! 



    All services are provided without regard to race, age, color, religion, 

sex, disability, national origin, ancestry, or status as a veteran. 
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Community Involvement & Retirement Party Message 

418 WASHINGTON ST.  

PO BOX 188 

COVINGTON, IN  47932 

 

 

PHONE:  765-793-4881 

FAX:  765-793-4884 

 

 

Visit our website at 

www.capwi.org    
for information 

about all services 

offered by  
Community Action 

Program, Inc. of 

Western Indiana. 

Find us on Facebook! 

Our Mission 
To empower       

communities,      

families, and           

individuals toward 
self-sufficiency by  

removing the causes 

and conditions of 

poverty through     

services, support, 

and education 

Benton Community Food & Services Co-Op 

The Co-Op held their Helen Anderson Back to School day on July 15. They served 

275 students with school supplies, along with Kona Ice and face painting for families 

to enjoy. The Indiana Department of Child Services and Geminus also provided 

300 backpacks for the students and delicious cupcakes.   
 

Thank you, Chris Sheetz, CAPWI Benton County Community Services             

Representative, and volunteers for your dedication to the Co-Op and serving our 

community!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I wanted to say a special thank you to those who 
were able to attend my retirement open house and/
or sent lovely cards and gifts. A special thank you to 
those who organized it – I couldn’t have done better 

myself!! It has all been overwhelming, heart-
warming, and bittersweet to me. CAPWI will always 

hold a special place in my heart. I 
I’m so fortunate to have spent almost 2/3 of my life at 

a place I love. I would not have been                      
able to-or wanted to-if not for all of you.                                 

You made my job easy.   
 

Never underestimate your value or your ability to 
make a difference in someone’s life. I’ll miss all of 

you tremendously. Keep up the great work.             
I’ll be watching from afar!” 

 

-Muff 
9808 Middle Mill Drive, #45 

Owings Mills, MD 21117 

http://www.capwi.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Community-Action-Program-Inc-of-Western-Indiana/210638592293147?sk=wall

