
As we continue celebrating 60 years of CAPWI, we're taking
a look back at one of our favorite summer programs—CAP
Camp! Held for several years during the early 1970s, CAP
Camp allowed local middle school students to enjoy a fun-
filled summer of swimming, arts and crafts, team-building
activities, and field trips. The camp is believed to have
been held at Hanging Rock and was made possible
through the dedication of Pearl and Al Gritten, who played
key roles in planning and directing the program. While the
photos we've preserved from CAP Camp may be faded
with age, they clearly capture the joy, friendships, and
unforgettable memories made by the children who
attended.

CAP Camp also laid the foundation for future CAPWI youth
initiatives, including the Neighborhood Youth Corps, which
eventually evolved into our Employment and Training, Jobs
for America's Graduates (JAG), and Summer Youth
programs. As we celebrate six decades of serving our
communities, we're proud to reflect on programs like CAP
Camp that helped shape the future of CAPWI and the lives
of the young people we serve.
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CAPWI Head Start and Early Head Start are now enrolling for the 2026–2027 school year!
Applications are accepted year-round, so that families can apply at any time.

Our highly qualified, trained, and caring staff provide high-quality early childhood education
and family support services that help children and families 
learn, grow, and flourish.

Current openings include:

Head Start – Academic Year, Center-Based (Ages 3–5)

Benton - (765) 385-0712
Boone - (765) 535-7930 (Center is full – accepting applications for our waitlist) 
Fountain/Warren – (765) 793-0473
Montgomery – (765) 362-3575
Parke – (765) 569-3848
Vermillion – North: (765) 492-7319 | South: (765) 205-4150

Head Start – Full Year, Center-Based with Before and After Care (Ages 3–5)

Montgomery – (765) 362-3575

Early Head Start – Center-Based with Before and After Care (Ages 1–3)

Montgomery – (765) 362-3575
Parke – (765) 569-3848

Early Head Start – Home-Based (Prenatal to Age 3)

Benton/Warren – (765) 385-0712
Boone – (765) 535-7930
Fountain/North Vermillion – (765) 793-0473
Parke/South Vermillion – (765) 569-3848

To learn more or to apply, contact your local CAPWI Head Start office. We look forward to
partnering with families to give children the best possible head start!
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A s  C A P W I  p r e p a r e s  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  o f  N e x t  L e v e l  Y o u t h  M e n t o r i n g ,  w e  a r e
l o o k i n g  f o r  c a r i n g  a d u l t s  w h o  w a n t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  s u p p o r t  l o c a l  s t u d e n t s .

S i n c e  l a u n c h i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  o u r  v o l u n t e e r  m e n t o r s  h a v e  s h a r e d  h o w  m u c h
t h e y  e n j o y  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b u i l d  m e a n i n g f u l
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  s t u d e n t s .  T h e y  e s p e c i a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  u p d a t e d
c u r r i c u l u m ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  e n g a g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t h o u g h t f u l  c o n v e r s a t i o n s
d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p  y o u t h  b u i l d  c o n f i d e n c e ,  s t r e n g t h e n  s o c i a l - e m o t i o n a l  s k i l l s ,
a n d  d e v e l o p  p o s i t i v e  c o n n e c t i o n s .

M e n t o r s  m e e t  w i t h  a  s m a l l  g r o u p  o f  t h r e e  s t u d e n t s  f o r  j u s t  3 0  m i n u t e s  o n c e
a  w e e k  d u r i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  d a y .  C A P W I  p r o v i d e s  m e n t o r  t r a i n i n g ,  a l o n g  w i t h
t h e  c u r r i c u l u m ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  n e e d e d  t o  h e l p  v o l u n t e e r s  f e e l
p r e p a r e d  a n d  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e i r  r o l e .

T h e  p r o g r a m  i s  c u r r e n t l y  o f f e r e d  t h r o u g h  C o v i n g t o n  C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l
C o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  S o u t h e a s t  F o u n t a i n  S c h o o l  C o r p o r a t i o n .  T h e  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 7
s c h o o l  y e a r  w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  a  K i c k - O f f  E v e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  f e w  m o n t h s  o f
t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  b r i n g i n g  m e n t o r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  t o g e t h e r  t o  s t a r t  t h e  y e a r
w i t h  e x c i t e m e n t  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n .

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  a  w o r k i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  r e t i r e e ,  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r ,  o r
s i m p l y  s o m e o n e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  m e a n i n g f u l  w a y  t o  g i v e  b a c k ,  m e n t o r i n g
p r o v i d e s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p o s i t i v e l y  i n f l u e n c e  a  y o u n g  p e r s o n  w h i l e
c r e a t i n g  a  r e w a r d i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  f o r  y o u r s e l f .  Y o u  d o n ’ t  n e e d  s p e c i a l
e x p e r i e n c e  —  j u s t  a  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l i s t e n ,  e n c o u r a g e ,  a n d  b e  a  p o s i t i v e  r o l e
m o d e l .

I f  y o u ’ v e  e v e r  w a n t e d  t o  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  l i f e  
o f  a  c h i l d ,  n o w  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d .
C o n t a c t  E l a i n a  D i l l o n  a t  ( 7 6 5 )  7 9 3 - 4 8 8 1  o r  
e s m i t h @ c a p w i . o r g  t o  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  b e c o m i n g  
a  v o l u n t e e r  m e n t o r  o r  t o  g e t  s t a r t e d  w i t h
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .
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A l l  s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  r a c e ,  a g e ,  c o l o r ,  r e l i g i o n ,  s e x ,
d i s a b i l i t y ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  a n c e s t r y ,  f a m i l i a l  s t a t u s ,  o r  s t a t u s  a s  a  v e t e r a n .

O u r  M i s s i o n :  CAP o f  Western  Ind iana empowers  ind iv idua ls  and fami l ies
toward  se l f -su f f ic iency  by  address ing  cha l lenges  th rough comprehens ive

serv ices ,  suppor t ,  and  educat ion .

O u r  V i s i o n :  CAP o f  Western  Ind iana be l ieves  in  the  va lue ,  d ign i ty ,  and
wor th  o f  a l l  peop le ,  w i th  the  goa l  o f  he lp ing  peop le  he lp  themse lves .

E a c h  M a y ,  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  a g e n c i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  c e l e b r a t e
C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  M o n t h ,  a  t i m e  t o  r a i s e  a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m s
a n d  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  h e l p  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  t h r i v e .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e
m o n t h ,  C A P W I  s t a f f  s h a r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  p r o g r a m s ,  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h
c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t
W e s t e r n  I n d i a n a .

W h i l e  M a y  p r o v i d e s  a  s p e c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c e l e b r a t e  t h e  i m p a c t  o f
C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n ,  C A P W I ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h  c o n t i n u e s
y e a r - r o u n d .  D u r i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 2 6 ,  s t a f f  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  s e v e r a l
c o m m u n i t y  e v e n t s  f o c u s e d  o n  c o n n e c t i n g  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  r e s o u r c e s  a n d
b u i l d i n g  p a r t n e r s h i p s .

C A P W I  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  C h i l d  A b u s e  A w a r e n e s s  F u n  N i g h t  O u t  i n
C r a w f o r d s v i l l e ,  S a f e  K i d s  D a y  a t  t h e  B o y s  &  G i r l s  C l u b  i n  C r a w f o r d s v i l l e ,  a n d
t h e  V e r m i l l i o n  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y  R e s o u r c e  F a i r  a t  t h e  V e r m i l l i o n  C o u n t y
F a i r g r o u n d s .  T h e s e  e v e n t s  p r o v i d e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
c o n n e c t  w i t h  f a m i l i e s ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  w e  s e r v e .

T h r o u g h  C o m m u n i t y  A c t i o n  M o n t h  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  o u t r e a c h  e f f o r t s ,  C A P W I
r e m a i n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  h e l p i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s
a n d  f a m i l i e s  a c c e s s  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  t h e y  n e e d  t o  s u c c e e d .
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